THE ASCENT :  THE USE OF WORDS

and all of them found silent patches in the speeches, when
they could not understand. How many teachers realize
that the thoughts they send out can only be fc* listened in "
to by their pupils in terms of the pupils' own vocabulary and
phrasing. And how good if they seemed to be silent when
they were abstruse.

Various ways (in addition to the observation of aphasics)
suggest themselves for the study of the use of words in
thinking. There is introspection, final as regards an indi-
vidual's own thought, but not to be made the excuse for
generalizations including all others. The study of how words
arise in children, and the history, as far as it can be deduced,
of how words arise in the race, gives another line of approach.
A third is the investigation of the relationship actually
found between vocabulary and intelligence, especially the
individual differences in this respect. And another is to
examine the practice of successful teachers and successful
teaching methods and see how words and thought are related
to one another in good teaching.

Now in teaching there can be no doubt that often for
long periods the mistake has been made of supposing that
the possession of words implied the understanding of the
thought* In such times education has become entirely
verbal, memory of rules, definitions, and generalizations,
has been mistaken for the power to apply them, and fluency
for lucidity and truth. So often has the reform " teach
things, not words," been needed in our schools, that it is
certain that teachers must ever be on their guard against
teaching mere words, and that, whether or no thought requires
words, words do not always require thought.

Not only in the schools, but in outside life, we find this
same danger. Growing up, as we do, into a society speaking
our mother tongue and daily using thousands of phrases
and catchwords which imply judgments, we are very liable
to acquire the phrases and the catchwords without any real
consideration of the judgments involved. So we become
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